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Abstract

This article presents a brief summary of research pertaining to

the reading interests of elementary school pupils, and contains a 4+-item

bibliography.
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The Reading Interests of Elementary School

Pupils: A Summary and Bibliography

A review of literature, from 1897 to the present, on pupils' reading

interests reveals that the questionnaire is the most widely used method for

ascertaining reading interests. Other methods used for determining reading

interests include selection ratings and interviews.

The studies of Ramsey (1962), Stanchfield (1962) and Chiu (1973) support

the hypothesis that there is no difference between the reading interests

of good and poor readers.

There is evidence that primary and intermediate grade pupils

have different reading interests. As early as 1898 Wissler wrote about

differences in pupils' interests. Generally, primary grade pupils appear

to be interested in animals and fairy tales. This was discussed in

studies by Witty, Coomer and McBean (1946), Edith and Amatora (1951),

Rudman (1955), Wolfson (1960), Ramsey (1962), Stanchfield (1962) and

Chiu (1973).

Intermediate grade pupils become more interested in action and

adventure stories, sports, science and mysteries. This was highlighted

by Garnett (1924), Witty, Coomer and McBean (1946), Edith and Amatora

(1951), Rudman (1955), Wolfson (1960), Ramsey (1962), Stanchfield (1962)

and Chiu (1973).

Sex differences in reading interests become apparent after the primary

grades. Intermediate grade boys perfer sports, adventure, mystery,

biographies and science. Girls prefer to read about mysteries, children

with familiar experiences, humor, romance and adventure. These sex

differences in interests appear in the early reports by Henderson (1897)

and Vostrosky (1899). They also appear in later studies by Garnett (1924),

Ramsey (1962) and Chiu (1973).

Finally, studies by Emans (1968), and Johns (1973, 1975) indicate that

inner city children prefer stories with middle-class settings rather than

true-to-life inner-city themes and settings. McCloskey (1967) and
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Barchas (1971) found that lower socioeconomic children, in the

intermediate grades, preferred adventure, mystery, humor and sports

stories. Barchas further discovered that the reading interests of ethnic

groups are similar with the exception that each ethnic group preferred

characters of its own ethnic background.

For a more detailed review of children's reading interests, the

following articles and books may be read:

Anderson, Harold A. "Reading Interests and Tastes." Reading in General

Education, Chapter 7. Edited by William S. Gray. Washington: D.C.:

American Council on Education, 1940.

Ashley, L.F. "Children's Reading Interests and Individualized Reading."

Elementary English 47 (December 1970): 1088-1096.

Barchas, Sarah E. "Expressed Reading Interests of Children of Differing

Ethnic Groups.' Ph.D. dissertation, University of Arizona, 1971.

Dissertation Abstracts International 32 (1971): 2294-A.

Heiser, Danylu. "The Reading Interests of Boys." Elementary English

Review 3 (November 1926): 292-296.

Bullock, Royal W. "Some Observations on Children's Reading." Journal of

the Proceedings and Addresses of the National Education Association

36 (1897): 1015-1021.

Butterworth, Robert F.; and Thompson, George G. "Factors Related to

Age-Grade Trends and Sex Differences in Children's Preferences for

Comic Books." Journal of Genetic PsycholoLi 78 (March 1951): 71-96.

Chiu, Lian-Hwang. "Reading Preferences of Fourth Grade Children Related

to Sex and Reading Ability." Journal of Educational Research

66 (April 1973): 369-373.

Droney, Margaret L.; Cucchiara, Stella M.; and Scipione, Alice M. "Pupil

Preferences for Titles and Stories in Basal Readers for the Inter-

mediate Grades," Journal of Educational Research 47 (December 1953):

271-277.
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Edith, Sister Mary and Amatora, Sister Mary. "The Age Factor in Children's

Interests in Free Reading." Education 71 (May 1951): 567-571.

Emans, Robert. "What Do Children in the Inner City Like to Read." Elementary

School Journal 69 (December 1968): 119-122.

Garnett, Wilma Leslie. "A Study of Children's Choices in Prose."

Elementary English Review 1 (June 1924): 133-137.

Geesley, Dorine H. and Wilson, Richard C. "Effect of Reading Age on

Reading Interests." Elementary English 49 (May 1972): 750-756.

Gunderson, Agnes G. "What Seven-Year Olds Like in Books." Elementary

English 30 (March 1953): 163-166.

Henderson, H. "Report on Child Reading." Report of the Department of Public

Instruction, Vol. 2. New York City Board of Education Annual

Report, 1897: 978-991.

Hill, George E.; and Trent, Estelle M. "Children's Interests in Coric

Strips." Journal of Educational Research. 34 (September 1940):

30-36.

Jefferson, Benjamin F. "Some Relationships Between Parents and Children's

Prefer °nces in Juvenile Literature." Elementary School Journal.

58 (January 1958): 212-218.

Johns, Jerry L. "Reading Preferences of Urban Students in Grades Four

Through Six." Journal of Educational Research 68 (March 1975):

306-309.

Johns, Jerry. "What Do Inner City Children Prefer to Read?" Reading

Teacher 26 February 1973): 462-467.

Johnson, Lamar B. "Children's Reading Interests as Related to Sex

and Grade in School." School Review 40 (April 1932): 257-272.

Jordan, Arthur M. Children's Interests in Reading. New York: Teachers

College Columbia University, 1921.

Kirsch, Dorothy. "From Athletes to Zebras-Young Children Want to Read

about Them." Elementary English 52 (January 1975): 73-78.

McCarthy, Sister M. Katharine and Smith, M.W. "The Mych Discussed Comics."

Elementary School Journal 44 (October 1943): 97-101.
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McCloskey, "A Study of the Free Reading Interests of Sixth Grade Negro

Boys Living in Disadvantaged Areas in the City of New York."

Ed.D. dissertation, Columbia University, 1966. Dissertation

Abstracts International, 27 (1967): 3629-A.

McKay, Mary A.G. "The Expressed Reading Interests of Intermediate Grade

Students from Selected Schools in the Metropolitan Pittsburgh Area."

Fh.D. dissertation, University of Pittsburgh, 1971. Dissertation

Abstracts International 32 (1971): 1753-A A 1754-A.

Xalchow, Evangeline C. "Reading Interests of Junior High School Pupils."

School Review 45 (March 1937): 175-185.

Mauck, Inez L.; and Swenson, Esther J. "A Study of Children's Recreational

Reading." Elementary School Journal 50 (November 1949): 144-150.

Porter, Jane. "Research Report: Is the Role of Literature Different in

Urban, Suburban, and Rural Classrooms throughout the Nation?"

Elementary English 50 (May 1973): 745-748.

Rogers, Helen; and Robinson, H. Alan. "Reading Interests of First Graders."

Elementary English 40 (November 1963): 707-711.

Ramsey, Wallace. "A Study of Salient Characteristics of Pupils of High and

Low Reading Ability." Journal of Developmental Reading 5 (Winter 1962):

-9-94.

Rudman, Herbert C. "The Informational Needs and Reading Interests of

Children in Grades IV through VIII." Elementary School Journal

55 (April 1955): 502-512.

Schulte, Emerita S. "The Independent Reading Interests of Children in

Grades Four, Five and Six." Ph.D. dissertation, Ohio State University,

1967. Dissertation Abstracts International 28 (1968): 3384-A.

Shaw, John C. "What Children Like to Read." West Virginia School Journal.

17 (October 1897): 5-6.

Stanchfield, Jo M. "Boys' Reading Interests As Revealed Through Personal

Conferences." Reading Teacher 16 (September 1962): 41-44.

Strang, Ruth. "Why Children Read the Comics." Elementary School Journal

43 (January 1943): 336-342.
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Terman, Lewis M.; and Lima, Margaret. Children's Reading: A Guide for

Parents and Teachers. New York: D. Appleton Century, 1927.
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Uhl, Willis L. "The Interests of Junior High School Pupils in

Informational Reading Selections." Elementary School Journal

22 (January 1922): 352-360.

Vandament, William E.; and Thalman, W.A. "An Investigation into the

Reading Interests of Children." Journal of Educational Research

49 (February 1956): 467-470.

VostroNsky, Clara. "A Study of Children's Reading Tastes." Pedagogical

Seminary 6 (December 1898): 523-535.

Wilson, Frank T. "Young Children's Favorite Stories and Characters and

Their Reasons for Liking Them.'! Journal of Genetic Psychology

63 (September 1943): 157-164.

Wissler, Clark. "The Interests of Children in the Reading Work of the

Elementary Schools." Pedagogical Seminary 5 (April 1898): 523-540.

Witty, Paul; Coomer, Ann; and McBean, Dille. "Children's Choices of

Favorite Books: A Study Conducted in Ten Elementary Schools."

Journal of Educational Psychology 37 (April 1946): 266-278.

8



7

Witty, Paul; and Lehman, Harvey C. "The Reading and Reading Interests

of Gifted Children." Pedagogical Seminary and Journal of Genetic
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